A Wild, Wondrous Vision

BY RABBI DAVID WOLPE

The Talmud in Ta'anit envisions the “future dance of the righteous.” In Alan Brill’s
book Thinking God on Rabbi Zadok of Lublin, he quotes Rabbi Zadok’s beautiful
comment on this passage:

“The future dance of the righteous is because dancing occurs in a circle in which all
are equal...when everything is complete, then one will not need effort to love in one’s
heart the creation, because then loving creation will be as natural as loving parts of
one’s own body.”

A dance expanding the body beyond itself, so that we are swept up in something
larger, is the ideal — to gradually expand the circle of our love so that it embraces
all of God'’s creation. One day we will cherish everything as we cherish our very
selves. Such universality is not possible for a human being to realize now, in this
partial and fragmented world. But Rabbi Zadok reminds us to hold out the image of
the dance in which the upright heart will also be an all-encompassing heart. He
reminds us that at the core of our tradition there is a deep, wild, wondrous vision of
the possibilities of love.

We hope that you will email these words to a friend, and encourage them to sign up
by e-mail so they will be able to receive similar articles as well as updates in the
future. Together, let's create a virtual community of modern Torah for the 21st
century!

Past editions of Off the Pulpit are available on the Sinai Temple website.
A version of this text appears in a weekly column in the New York Jewish Week.
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